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Pastor Mary’s Musings

Abraham Lincoln changed history with his words and work,
“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are equal.” 100 years later in 1963, a quarter
of a million folks went to DC for the largest civil rights demonstration in
history. In front of the Lincoln Memorial, a young pastor, Martin Luther King, Jr. said these
words: “I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood...I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where
they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character; I have
a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made
low, the rough places will be made plain and the crooked places will be made straight and
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together...When we let
freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and
every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and
white men., black sisters and white sisters, Jews and Gentiles. Protestants and Catholics
will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, ‘Free at last! Free
at last! Thank God almighty we are free at last.’” (Martin Luther King, Jr.). His words
became the infamous phrase of an oppressed people who should never have been denied
justice. Our Declaration of Independence says, “We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
God has a dream, and that dream inspired these men and hopefully will continue to
inspire us. In John 17 Jesus says: “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as
you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that
you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as
we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (Jn. 17:20-23)
In every time and every place, humans have struggled to value all people regardless
of race, creed, orientation, or position. We would like to think that we are better at
embracing all people. But, sadly, we do not lead the world in reconciliation. Racial tension
and hate groups are on the rise. Look at the statistics, anywhere you can find that there is
an increase. I know that it seems impossible, but we are not impartial or unbiased. In this
country, where we celebrate freedom this July, we are not free from ourselves, not free from
our bias, not free from our racism, not free from disrespecting one another. Or maybe we
are, but we don’t act out of that freedom to love. I repeat, “All sin and fall short of the glory
of God”. Jesus Christ sacrificed His life for all of us to have freedom…the freedom of the
burden of our sins. Over and over in the Bible Jesus said to people, “go and sin no more”.
But we do, and He is there to forgive again, but let’s not use that as an excuse. Let us be
intentional with our freedom. Let us love, respect and honor each other. Let us intentionally
look at our sin, and seek to change it, and then seek to lift those who have been hurt. Let
us keep working on it, until the issues, the violence, the hatred, the
inequality, the disrespect stops. We have been made free to go and sin no
more. Now let’s live it. Celebrate our freedom this 4th of July by looking
deeply at how we intentionally or unintentionally hinder freedom in others,
and lets begin to make a change so all can celebrate living in freedom and
unified love.

Racial Awareness and Response meeting of Monroe Corridor Lutheran Churches Notes
June 17, 2020 Memorial Lutheran

Pastors Howard Abts, Pete Bowmer, Chris Hanley and Mary Adelsberger and Mission Chairs,
Lavisa Gehring (MLC), and Parish Nurse, Gretchen Hihet (Grace) met on Racial Awareness and
Response to the current situation in our nation. We also discussed ways our parishes could
work together in the years to come regarding our ongoing work on these concerns.
We began with prayer together and talked about what our own churches are currently
doing in response to racial justice.
1. We spoke about ELCA policy: Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture and apology, an
eight- page document that we will all distribute and study with guide on ELCA website
concurrently with our own congregations. We decided that this is our first step together, to
start there, and broaden our work in an ongoing fashion.
2. We spoke about speakers and other agencies that are working on this subject. I.e. Don
Perryman from United Pastors, Community Solidary, a police accountability that Rebecca WestEstelle was putting together with a law group. We spoke of the need to hear one another’s
stories, offering understanding and forgiveness as our own ignorance unfolds. We discussed
becoming more fully aware of and understanding our individual roles in racism and mentioned
the Harvard Survey regarding measuring our own personal racism. Then we spoke to our
identity as a confessional church and our following need to confess our involvement in social
injustice. We decided that at our next meeting together we would discuss and plan having our
churches meet for confessional worship, fellowship and hear stories from our own personal
experiences.
3. We would then discuss further offering opportunities for our congregations joining by
hosting speakers already mentioned alongside others to expand our knowledge.
4. Perhaps as we worked slowly through these first steps, we could form a joint statement and
plan for continued work together.
Next meeting for Pastors and Mission chairz: July 15, 2020 at 6:30 PM-- Memorial Lutheran.
Items for discussion:
1. Read Freed in Christ, ELCA Social Stament and Explantion of Declaration of ELCA to
people of African Descent on webpage or at office. We will also use this in Adult Forum.
2. Start collecting your personal stories to tell the history of racial equity at our churche –
what are we proud of?: What set us back?
Rev. A.N. Mary Adelsberger

Congregation-Wide- Bible Study-Justice
July outdoor services
During July we will be
holding outdoor services at
9 am on our grassy knoll in
the back of our campus,
weather permitting. Please
bring your own chair.
Power point media
projection cannot be shown in the daylight outside, so
please print your bulletin and bring that to use, we will
have some available. Music will be led by Mandy Fisher,
guitarist and worship leader. What a great opportunity to
worship God together in His creation!

Christmas in July

July 26th, we will be Celebrating
Christmas in July! Come and hear
the Angels sing their proclamation
“Gloria in Excelsis” that is true not
only in December, but all year. Sing
Carols and gather in the warmth of God’s love come down
to us.

Office Rededication
July 13th-- 12 noon
Come thank those who made this
possible! Join us to rededicate our
offices to the service of God, renew
our calls to ministry, and thank those
who made this remodel possible.
A litany and prayer will be offered, followed by cake.
We will gather outside. You may view the finished
offices, please wear your mask and observe social
distancing if you tour the office.
*****************************
Dear Memorial Family,
Thank you so much for the birthday cards, calls,
texts and emails. I was touched and It meant
so much to have you think of me on my birthday.
Blessings,
Peggy Scholl

Our world in pain….
Hate is on display, fear is abounding, persecution
and oppression are commonplace.
We are experiencing emotions from anger, anxiety,
outrage, and confusion.
We as a congregation will continue to broaden our
opportunities to participate in conversations and
fellowship across communities and with other
congregations to learn and grow. Today, we ask
you to take the first step and to join us in a
congregation-wide Bible Study on Justice. Our
nation continues to struggle with racism even
today, 154 years after the final slaves in our nation
were freed in Texas on June 19th.
From the Author:
"Justice" is a felt need in our world today, and a
controversial topic. But what is justice, exactly,
and who gets to define it? We will explore the
biblical theme of Justice and discover how it’s
deeply rooted in the storyline of the Bible that
leads to Jesus.
This study will link a short video from the Bible
Project along with Bible verses to frame God’s
word on the topic. Day 2 & 3 repeat much of the
same message with additional Bible verses to
expand our knowledge and understanding.

To download the Bible
app, search the word
Bible in the app store and
choose the version
shown below.
Once you have downloaded the
app, click plans and then click the
magnifying glass and use the
search word Justice to find the
Bible Project Justice Plan.
(This article was emailed to the
congregation on June 18.)

Christian Life News
Gratitude Festival Save-the-Date
Save the date of Saturday, August 22nd (note new date) as Memorial hosts a
Gratitude Festival to thank teachers, students and families of Hope
Learning Academy (HLA). Why did we choose Hope? HLA of Toledo is
dedicated to serving K-8 students who need to learn in a non-traditional
classroom setting. HLA is a student-centered community right in our neighborhood. They are
focused on helping each student reach his or her potential with small class size, provide various
teaching/learning styles including sensory integration and the ability for kids to move around
while maintaining a safe and healthy learning environment. Our festival is an incredible
outreach opportunity for Memorial to form a long-term, supportive partnership with Hope. We
have successfully applied for and received a $1,500.00 grant from the Synod and a $250.00 grant
from Thrivent. Memorial will provide a free Christian Concert (4 musicians inside) and meal
from the Off the Rails food truck thanking teachers for their hard work and dedication during a
challenging time. Hope and Memorial members will be invited (Covid-19 restrictions may
apply). Our goal is to build a lasting partnership with families from Hope while offering them a
faith home and the opportunity to join us in future events. Additional details will be provided in
upcoming weekly email blasts.

Christmas in July Family Movie Night – Plan to join us on Sunday, July 26
at 8:30 for a Drive-in movie night in the church parking lot. We will view a
‘Christmas in July’ movie outdoors projected on the side of the church
building. It’s been awhile since our youth have been able to attend an event at
church, so put this one on your calendar and join us!

Auction – Bob Steinert has built yet another wonderful swing for someone to
enjoy this summer on their porch or in their yard. We will have a silent auction
bid sheet on the swing located in the front of the church during the month
of July. The swing comes apart for easy moving/storage and Bob is willing to
deliver if the winner lives close to the church area. Proceeds will benefit youth
attending the National Youth Gathering in the summer of 2021.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The INTERFAITH BLOOD DRIVE is being held at Grace Lutheran Church on Saturday, June
27. Please call Grace Lutheran to register or for more information. 414-474-6403

1 Holden Sporleder
1 Laura Nagel
1 Megan Tucholski
2 Abby Klawonn
3 Michael Bourquin
3 Gemma Gibson
7 Kathy Hermiller
8 Candice Coleman
10 Stephanie Bourquin
12 James MacKay
12 Pat Monaghan
13 Melainia Barboza
13 Heidi Johnson
15 Marlee Nowak
16 Abigail Calmes
16 Harvey Carriker-Facey
16 Cindy Hensley
16 Claudia Sauer
16 Frank Hummel
16 Kathy Rerucha
16 Mackenzie Williams
16 Cynthia Wilson
17 Will Morrison
20 Alice Crandell
20 Ginnie Gulch
21 Katie Maly
23 Sandy Goodnough
23 Judy Rank
24 Theodore Barnier
24 Diane Philip
24 Betty Seagert
27 Pam Schlegel
27 Elli Twietmeyer
28 Kerry Hayes
28 Reagan Marcis
28 Sue Peters
29 Dotty Sauer
29 Eddie Sheets
29 Stan Staples
30 Beverly Walters
31 Diane Calcamuggio
31 Jim Vischer

2 Marian Hoffer
4 Eliot Morrison
8 Ron Klawonn
10 Melissa Coleman
19 Angie Carriker
21 Lori Vaillant
31 Sara Byler

1 Andy & Lindsay Wenland
2 Doug & Sheri Brindley
2 Andy & Elizabeth Page
4 Eric & Heidi Johnson
10 Bob & Karen Steinert
13 Dennis & Annette Abbott
16 Jerry & Marian Hoffer
16 Lee & Rita Kramer
17 George & Kathy Schoembs
18 Lon & Lynne Warnke
19 Holly & Karlin Gibson
24 Karly & Corey Jacobs
26 Eric & Courtney Marcis
28 Don Gurwell &
Sally Paquette

Multimedia Assistants
Needed-If you have any interest
in volunteering to help with our
audio/video equipment, please
contact Mike Schlegel at
419-246-1160 or email him at
mp.schlegel@sbcglobal.net. No
experience needed, any age is fine,
just a desire to donate as much or
as little time as you would like.
This would involve designing
and/or displaying our Sunday
morning services.

Office - We are limiting visitation
to the office by appointment only
during office hours to maintain
good social distancing practices
and not having too many folks in
the church at a time. When you
come, wear masks and/or gloves
to offer more protection for
others and yourself.

Counter Needed - We need
one person to volunteer to help
count the offering on the 3rd
Sunday of every month. You
will be working with an
experienced team so no
experience required! Please
contact K.J. Hermiller at 419367-9111 if you are interested
in helping.

