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Pastor Mary’s Musings for April
“Easter Hope”
(Newsletter “The Bridge”)

Nelson Mandela wrote, “I am not an optimist, but a great believer of hope”. “Hope is being able
to see that there is light despite all the darkness”, Desmond Tutu. Nikki Banas said, ‘If you only
carry one thing throughout your entire life, let it be hope. Let it be hope that better things are
always ahead. Let it be hope that you an get through even the toughest of times. Let it be hope
that you are stronger than any challenge4 that come4s your way. Let it be hope that you are
exactly where4 you are meant to be right now, and that you are on the path to where you are
meant to be…because during these times, hope will be the very thing that carries you through.”
The Bible is chalk full of story after story about hope--Hope for this life, promises that God will
be with us, protect us, help us. In Psalm 121 we read, “I lift my eyes to the hills from where does
my help come? It comes from the Lord”. Hope is palatable, so is opportunity in the midst of
challenges. But the resurrection that we celebrate on Easter Sunday goes beyond this life. It
bears witness to the hope of the life after, everlasting life.
We shout with a resounding “yes!” in the knowledge that God (Immanuel) is with us. We sing
with a resounding “yes!” “Jesus loves me!” Billy Graham confirms this as he wrote, “My heart
goes out to you. Life isn’t always fair or easy. You may feel you do not know where to turn. But
one of the Bible’s greatest truths is this: God never abandons us when life becomes difficult. He
is always with us and wants to help us, even when things seem to be going wrong. He does not
guarantee to reverse every misfortune, but if Christ lives in our hearts, we have His promise that

nothing “in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Romans 8:39, NIV).
Pastors aren’t immune from pain and heartache. We go through the same hassles of trying to pay
the bills, working hard, freaking out over cell phone bills, having people angry at us for one thing
or another, and trying to keep our spouses happy. We also have all the joys of other people, so
I’m not complaining. I’m just saying that I live in the same world you do.
We: We live in a world that’s filled with all sorts of great things. It is not because I wear rose
colored glasses, but because I believe in God’s hope that I see opportunities in every challenge.
The world is filled with a lot of tough, scary stuff, with boring stuff, with isolation. We are not
going to escape this. We can let out a deep sigh. But then remember. Christ is Risen! He is
Risen indeed! Death can’t hold him. And all the things that might be “dying” like regular
school, places to go, financial stability, you know the list. We are living in a broken world. But
there is hope in remembering. There is hope because of what Jesus accomplished between
Friday and Sunday. In a world of hardship and unsettledness, Jesus offers us hope. All through
the gospels, we see Jesus talking about the hope that He offers to those who love Him and obey
Him.
He offers peace with God. He offers the peace of God. He offers hope in our relationships. He
even offers hope in our finances.
The resurrection of Jesus ensures that all who believe and follow Jesus will enter heaven. And in
the meantime, have His presence with us on earth to help us in the daily grind of living. The
resurrection of Jesus gives us hope for this life and the life to come.
If Christ had stayed dead, then He couldn’t offer us any real hope. And we will not stay dead
either. There is the hope of heaven, but now let that hope spill over to right now. How can you
be Easter People.? How can you remain calm during worry? How can you reach out and be
community, God’s community with all the needs going on right now? How can you be light in
the darkness, hope to the hopeless? How can you bring resurrection to your family,
neighborhood, community and world? Engage and embrace the challenge and look at it as
opportunity.
Committees, how are you still doing ministry as we are asked to shut down more and more?
Start brainstorming. Every member can still be resurrection hope. Missions, Connections,
Generosity, property, evangelism, and youth-- start getting creative. Education is reaching out in
new ways and even to new people. Worship teams are working towards new worship venues.
That hope is available to anyone who wants it. Share it! Be the resurrection people and church
that you were and aspire to be again. God remind you of His everlasting hope and shine that
divine spark within you to share that hope!

Dear Friends and Followers of Jesus,
It goes without saying that we are living in challenging times. Never in my lifetime have we
faced such uncertainties. At the same time, we know that our God is in control. Our faith in
Him and each other will see us through this. Together, we can make sure that, even though we
may not be together on Sundays, the work of Memorial will continue. We can and we will
endure. Led by Pastor Mary, the staff and leadership of your Church are continuing our
mission. In less than a week, Pastor Mary and the staff have developed new methods of worship
and education. Though this is a continually evolving process, they are communicating and
expanding on the use of technology like never before. There will be new ways of worshiping,
learning, and serving. Although unfamiliar, I am confident that these things will strengthen
Memorial and reap future benefits that we can now only imagine.
At the same time, as individuals, this may be an opportunity for us to really slow down and focus
on the things that are most important. We can immerse ourselves in the study of Scripture. We
can spend more time with our children without the distractions of school, extra-curricular
activities, and all those other things to which we have grown accustomed. We can reach out to
our friends, neighbors, and the sick or home-bound. We can serve others by helping feed the less
fortunate or donating blood. Even walking our dog and enjoying the fresh air can bring us closer
to God. The ways in which you can utilize this time to strengthen your faith are endless.
While we are physically apart from each other and our beloved Church home, it is important to
remember that Memorial still needs our financial gifts. This can sometimes be difficult to
remember when we are not sitting in the pews each week. However, in order for Pastor Mary
and our staff to keep working, we must still meet payroll. In order for the work on our building
to progress, especially now that the weather is getting nicer, we must continue to honor our
pledges to the capital campaign. In order for our Missions Ministry to keep supporting the needs
of our local, national, and international partners, we must continue our financial
contributions. To the extent you are able, please continue to send your offerings by mail, text, or
through the Simply Giving program. If you have any questions or concerns about making sure
your financial gifts get to us, please contact the Office.
Friends, I trust that even in times of turmoil and tribulation, the Lord will protect us. Until we
meet again, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. And remember to wash your hands…
In God’s Holy Name,
Milt Pommeranz, Church President
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New Arrivals
Congratulation to Holly and Karlin Gibson upon the birth
of their son and daughter on March 18. Vivian Mae was
6lbs 1oz and 19 inches long. Vincent Thomas was 6lbs.
10oz. and 20 inches long. Their very proud grandparents
are Tom and Cindy Cabanski.
Rummage Sale
We have scheduled a rummage sale for November 6 & 7
2020. We are looking for 2 people to chair the sale. If you
are interested, please all the church office. We ask that you
DO NOT bring any rummage sale items to church at this
time. We will let you know when you can start donating.
Sunday School – Our Sunday school teachers will
continue to reach out to all our youth weekly with lessons,
activities and communication via text, email or phone
calls. Please contact Kelly Zaborski or your child’s
teacher.
Opportunities for Memorial
As we all have been watching the news, we are seeing
amazing things people are doing for others in their
neighborhoods and communities. We want Memorial to be
a part of sharing God’s Word through prayer and deed. To
begin this process, I would love to hear some of the ideas
you have or have seen so we can pass them along. This is
a tremendous opportunity to engage as God’s servants.
Please email me at Kelly@memorial-lutheran.org with
your suggestions and ideas.
In Jesus’ Name,
Kelly Zaborski

Cindy Cabanski
Evie Schaefer
Donna Haack
Brenda Facey
Teresa Loga
Alice Crandell
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419-843-9327
419-206-5898
419-385-8154
419-351-0235
567-395-4478
419-509-3569

General Fund Update
Balance 1/31/20
$49,417.07
Feb. Receipts
$20,949.15
Feb. Expenses
$28,45.78
Payroll Withholding
$76.10
Balance 2/29/20
$41,996.54

As a reminder, all physical worship services
and activities at Memorial are suspended
through Easter and possibly longer. Please
watch your email for updates. For those of you
who do not have email we will be contacting
you by phone.
While our physical worship is suspended, our
Lent worship services, and Sunday services can
be viewed by logging on to our website,
www.memorial-lutheran.org or going to
youtube.com and search Memorial Lutheran
Toledo
Please check out our website as it has recently
been updated.

During this time of suspension in our worship
services and activities, our Church Council has
been working to keep their ministries and our
missions active. They are also assisting the
church staff in making phone calls to our
members to check on them and give any new
updates as they become available.

30 Sara Byler
30 Sharon Lobdell
30 Diana Newton
30 Dan Twietmeyer

1 Shawn Williams
2 MaryBeth Topolski
3 Chuck Rhegness
3 Avery Staples
4 Kathy Schoembs
6 Jennifer Heil
7 Mayson Newton
8 Michelle Bourquin
8 Roger Hutchinson
10 Amanda Hilsenbeck
11 Ron Klawonn
11 Cole Lange
11 Henry Millsaps
12 Cameron Lawler
14 Randy Edwards
14 Doug Haack
14 Nicki Pym
15 John Bacon
15 Doug Hutton, Jr.
16 Rick Hoffman
16 Keith Malcolm
19 Rachel Newton
22 Harrison Coleman
22 Sara Coy
22 Candice Kitzler
23 Christianna Brindley
23 Mackenzie Hayes
23 Carly Miltz
23 Finnegan Peters
24 Abby Barshel
24 Wade Morrison
25 Reed Calmes
26 Chris Reiber
26 Bill Teaderman
26 Macie Traczyk
27 Carol Topolski
29 Stephanie Hensley
30 Bill Ballert
30 Doug Brindley

18 Bob & Judy Rank
22 Pat & Sue Monaghen
22 Jim & Leslie Rhegness
22 Jamie & Kim Traczyk

1 Jeffery Calmes
1 Jeremy Calmes
1 Joseph Calmes
1 Kelly Haack
1 Annette Reiter
1 Andrea Thomas
3 Phyllis Ballas
4 Kelly Griffith
6 Aubrey Nicholas
8 Morgan Nicholas
10 Kelly Heil
10 Austin Pasch
11 Andrew Finfrock
11 Kimberly LaLonde
13 McKenna Marcis
14 Bailey Cinningham
14 Lily Mae Morrison
16 Gail Spencer
21 Dexter Brichta
21 Crystal Williams
26 Ben Calcamuggio
27 Thomas Pickle
29 Kirsten Pickle

