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Dear People of God at Memorial Lutheran Church,
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” On Ash Wednesday those words are
spoken as the pastor or other leader in the congregation, uses ashes to trace the sign of the cross
on the forehead of each worshipper. It is a powerful action! On the one hand, it speaks the truth
about our mortality. As the Prophet Isaiah reminds us, “All flesh is like grass and all its glory
like the flower of grass. The grass withers and the flower falls.” On the other hand, the ashes
are used to mark the sign of the cross. We trust ourselves to the God who has claimed us
through the crucified and risen Christ. So Scripture continues, “‘...but the word of the Lord
endures forever.” That word is the good news that was announced to you.’” (I Peter 1:24-25)
Even as we know the truth of the power of sin and death, God’s word of forgiveness and life in
Christ Jesus is even more powerful. The Ash Wednesday service claims that truth as we who are
marked with ashes also receive the gift of Christ’s presence in the Lord’s Supper. Please join us
(and bring a friend) on this Ash Wednesday, March 6, as we gather for worship at 7pm.
Lenten Worship Services
Ash Wednesday, March 6, begins the season of Lent, the most somber season of the church year.
We acknowledge the reality of sin and the manner in which sin separates us from God and one
another. We recognize the power of evil and how we too can be ensnared by it. We speak the
truth of death and the manner in which death mocks our pretentiousness. We dare to talk of
these things because we know the God who through the life, ministry and death of our Lord
Jesus takes those realities on himself and in his resurrection defeats them. Through the gift of
the Holy Spirit we get to believe that the forgiveness, life, and the rule of God in Christ Jesus
will have the last word for our lives and for this universe.
During this season of Lent we will gather for worship on Wednesday evenings, March 13, 20, 27,
April 3 and April 10 at 7:15pm, following soup suppers. Each worship service will consist of a
simple Service of the Word with a focus on one of the petitions of the Lord’s Supper. Again, we
hope that you will choose to join us for this precious opportunity for fellowship and worship.
A Word about Hymns
Congregations experience a variety of changes during pastoral transitions. Despite our common
patterns for worship, pastors and worship leaders still have distinctive ways of shaping and
leading the worship service. As I worshipped in different congregations every Sunday as a new
bishop, I soon learned that every congregation and pastor have distinctive patterns of worship.
Most think that other congregations “do it” like they do!

The same variety also is experienced in hymn and liturgy selections. Some congregations use a
small number of hymns and use them repeatedly. Others use a great variety of musical
selections and styles. Many are somewhere in between. A favorite hymn in one congregation
may not even be known by another congregation down the road. A given congregation may use
a hymn in a particular situation and a new pastor may not know of that pattern. I was at a
congregation for three years when a young woman vigorously complained after an Easter
Service and asked why, “Lift High the Cross” was not sung as the processional hymn. “We
always do that!”, she insisted. No one had ever told me about that pattern so her anger was a bit
of a surprise for me.
My own leadership pattern is to work at using hymns that reflect the Scripture lessons for the day
and the season of the church year (e.g. Epiphany, Lent, Easter). Each season has a distinctive
mood. My sense is that it is important to use “old favorites” (often distinctive to each
congregation), as well as to use hymns and songs that come to us from different places around
the world, from different periods in the churches history, as well as those that are contemporary.
Most important is that a given hymn convey in some way the story of what God has done for us
in Christ Jesus.
Hymns become meaningful to us personally at they are linked to specific times in our lives. I
first sang they hymn, “Here I am, Lord” (ELW 574), when I was installed as bishop in 1998. I
wept throughout the song, not at all sure that I was ready to say, “Here I am, Lord”! “Borning
Cry” (ELW 732) is often the choice of members of my family for baptisms, weddings and
funerals and reminds us of the presence of God (e.g. “I was there to hear your borning cry.”
“Abide with Me” (ELW 629) is another family favorite, sung after meals, or when we put the
children and now, grandchildren, to bed. I first sang the French hymn, “Lord Jesus, You Shall
Be My Song As I Journey” (ELW 808), at a service when a congregation bid farewell to its
beloved pastor who had taken a new call. As I grow older that song speaks to me in some
powerful ways.
What are some of your favorite songs and hymns? Would you be willing to share the story of
why it is so meaningful to you? On Sundays March 3 and March 10, we will include an insert in
the bulletin which invites you to write down several of your favorite hymns and why it speaks to
you so powerfully. Then in the months ahead we will seek to include some of those “favorites”
in our worship services.
Finally...
As we enter Lent, another new season of the Church Year, it is a privilege to walk with you as
your interim pastor. More importantly, we know that in this time we also have the promise of
our Lord Jesus walking with us and breathing new life in us through the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Together with you in Christ,
Pastor Marcus C. Lohrmann
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American Red Cross Blood Drive
Our annual blood drive will take place on Saturday, March
9 from 8:30am-1:15pm in the lounge. A sign-up sheet is
posted on the Mission bulletin board. Last day to have
given blood to eligible is January 12, 2019. We are also in
need of volunteers to help the day of the drive and a sign-u
sheet is posted with volunteer times and needs on the
bulletin board.

Congratulations to John and Melissa Scholl upon the birth
of their daughter, Eleanor Margaret on February 13. Her
very proud grandparents are Pastor Craig and Peggy
Scholl.

All women and your friends are invited to dinner out on
Tuesday, March 5, 6:00pm at Byblos. They are located at
1050 S. Reynolds Rd. Please sign-up by Sunday, March 3.
For questions, you can call Char Roush at 419-474-5993.
Spotlight on Church Council Ministries
Every Sunday during Lent before and after worship we
will be spotlighting one of our church council ministries.
March, 3 – Missions : March, 10 – Connections
March 17 –Youth : March, 24 – Education : March, 31 –
Evangelism : April, 7-Worship. There will be a table in
the front of the church for you see and talk to the
committee chair/members. Stop by and see what they do
and ways you can get involved! We will also spotlight the
committees on Wednesday evenings during Lent.

March 13
6:30pm
Soup Supper/Chili Cook-off
7:15 Lent Worship
“Our Father In Heaven”
March 20
6:30pm
Soup Supper –Altar Guild/Ushers
7:15pm
Lent Worship
“Your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be done”
March 27
6:30pm
Soup Supper – Adult/Bell Choirs
7:15pm
Lent Worship
“Give Us Today Our Daily Bread”
April 3
6:30pm
Soup Supper
Education/Sunday School Teachers/Sewing Group
7:15
Lent Worship
“Forgive Us Our Sins, As We Forgive
Those Who Sin Against Us”
April 10
6:30 Soup Supper – Church Council/Church Staff
7:15
Lent Worship
“Save Us from The Time of Trial.
And Deliver Us from Evil”
Anyone who would like to make a soup for any of
our Wednesday soup suppers is welcome to do so,
even if you are not a part of one of the groups
listed. We welcome all soups and you do not need
to sign-up to bring your favorite soup.

Christian Life News

VBS Movie Night – Everyone is welcome to join us in the sanctuary on Friday, March 1 to view
the movie, ‘The Prince of Egypt’. We will begin at 7:00pm and encourage kids to bring friends
and their sleeping bags. Enjoy popcorn, candy, water and a fun movie together. Thank you to
everyone who attended and volunteered our Moses and the Ten Commandments program over
the past three weeks, and Pastor Lohrmann for leading a Bible study during our VBS program
for adults on the Gospels.
Adult Education – All adults are welcome to join us as Pastor Lohrmann begins leading a Bible
study during the education hour on the Gospels in March. Classes continue to meet in the lounge
from 9:00 – 9:45. Last month we viewed the movie, ‘The Hiding Place’ which focused on a
family’s true experiences in a Nazi camp – the dvd is available to anyone who would like to take
home and view and return to the bookshelf from our book sale in the front of the church.

Our youth attending this summer’s Youth Mission trip to Gatlinburg, TN will be
sponsoring this year’s annual Chili Cook-off fundraiser for our first soup supper on
Wednesday, March 13. There will be a sign-up sheet in the front of the church for youth
and members of the congregation that would like to be included in the chili contest with
their favorite recipe. The winning chili will be announced at the Lenten service following
dinner.
High School Activity – Our high school youth will enjoy some fun Glo Bowling at Miracle
Lanes on Friday, March 15. Cost per game is $3.49 and shoe rental is $2.99. Please plan to drop
off your child at 7:00pm and pick-up at 9:00pm. Please rsvp to Dave Smith at 419-322-0085 if
you can attend.
Youth Looking for Fundraising Opportunities – Our youth are looking for opportunities to
raise money towards their mission trip to Gatlinburg, TN this summer. If anyone in the
congregation has a need, project or work they would like done by our high schoolers, please
contact Jen Ruddy at 419-203-2341 or Kelly Zaborski at 419-206-9813.
Women’s Bible Study – All women are invited to participate in our small group Bible study
meeting Saturday, March 2, 16 & 30. Teresa Loga will continue to lead the series, ‘The Story’
from 10:00 – 11:00am – spend some time growing in faith as this group continues to grow.
Spiritual Book Club – On Sunday, March 31 following worship our group will be discussing
the book ‘Before We Were Yours’ by Lisa Wingate. Everyone is welcome to join; please read
the book before the meeting so you can join in the discussion.

Connections Ministry News
We are trying a new approach to the Snack Table. Instead of every Sunday, we would like to make it a
little more special by having a Fellowship Sunday each month. (The first Sunday of each month.) We
will be celebrating and honoring all birthdays for that month and hope everyone will join us! There
will still be a sign up sheet for volunteers to donate goodies. Remember that it does not have to be just
cookies, but can include healthier goodies such as fruit or veggies, nuts, string cheese, yogurt cups,
etc. Plan to spend a little time and enjoy fellowship and a treat. Our first Fellowship Sunday will be
March 3rd.
We would like to start a Connections Calendar. This would be a way for us to support and attend events
such as musical performances, athletic events, plays, art shows and such that any youth or adult
members are involved with. As a church family, we can become part of the audience to celebrate your
skills! If you have something that you would like to put on the calendar, please contact Felicia Page
at fpage@buckeye-express.com or 419-843-6435.

Help Needed at Salem!
Habitat for Humanity/Thrivent
Mission Trip - Join the Adventure!!
A trip is planned to Marathon, Florida (Middle
Keys) November 16-24. The cost is $500 per
person for a Thrivent member and $800 per person
for a non-Thrivent member. 85% of the homes on
the island were damaged by Hurricane Irma in
2017. We will be working either on damaged
homes or work on construction of a new home.
Sign-up sheet and additional information are on the
Missions bulletin board. Contact Shawn Wilt at
419-270-6154 or Amy Hoffman at 419-367-3033
for more details.

Confirmation Project
Mia Schlegel is collecting items for the Toledo
Humane Society for her Catechism project during
the month of March. A list of items being
collected will be posted on the bulletin board in the
front hallway of the church. If you would prefer
to give Mia money to purchase items from the list
on your behalf, please feel free to do so when you
see her. Thank you for your consideration and
generosity!

If anyone is interested in working with Salem
Lutheran Church and their Vision Team to start
planning their summer Block Party (which will
take place on Saturday, July 27th), please
contact Angie Carriker at 216-704-2560. The
next Vision Team meeting with Salem
Lutheran Church is on Thursday, February
28th at 2:00pm at the Parish House next door
to the church building at 1127 North Huron
Street in Toledo. If you are unable to attend
the Vision Team meetings but would like to
help in other ways, please contact Angie and
your name will be added to the volunteer list as
the time gets closer to the Block Party.

Alpha Kappa Psi Presents
The 9th Annual
Fuel The Fight for MS 5K
When: March 31st @ 11:00am
Where: UT Recreation Center
Registration is only $20…sign up
before March 12th @ 11:59pm to get a
t-shirt** All proceeds go to the MS
Society.

16 Bob & Sharon Thomas
19 Arnie & Felicia Page
2 Kelly Riley
3 Jennifer LaLonde
3 Karen Pease
5 Melissa Coleman
5 Alexandra Henderly
5 Charlene Nicholas
6 Joyce Johnson
8 Lee Kramer
9 DePree Lawler
10 Cole Kramer
10 Christopher Lobdell
11 Bryan Heil
11 Kristin Millsaps
12 Judy Golliher
13 Tamara Woods
15 Sue Monaghan
15 Kathy Powalowski
16 Annette Reiter
17 Kelly Heil
18 Sara Pym
18 Nicholas Smith
20 Richard Bourquin
20 Anne MacKay
22 Lisa Connin
22 Tyler Crandell
22 Bill Facey
22 Eliot Morrison
23 Aydrian Ahrens
23 Emily Morrison
24 Julia Sheets
26 Aaron Byler
26 Karen Steinert
29 Joe Harmon
29 Wendell Johnson
29 Angela Malburg
29 Fran Nowak
29 Sandy Traczyk

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1 Jim Rerrucha
3 Jim Heil
3 Haley Reiter
5 Lynne Finfrock
7 Jeanette Dotson
7 Aaron Klawonn
9 Holly Gibson
11 Melody Pym
12 Malechy Hayden
12 John Vaillant
13 Drayvyn Barden
13 Kenny Pool
13 Chris Reiber
17 Macie Traczyk
21 Scott Calcamuggio
21 Monique Johnson
23 Bryan Heil
24 Hannah McCord
24 Sadie McCord
25 Kelly Zaborski
26 Victoria Pickle
28 Laura Nagel
29 Chalise Underwood

Thank You!!
Bob and Judy Rank appreciate all
of Pastor Lohrmann’s many visits
during Robert’s stays at various
hospitals and care facilities during
these trying times. We also
appreciate all the prayers, cards and
inquiries regarding his health.
Memorial Family,
Thank you very much for the
donations given towards my
catechism project. With all the
money donations Teresa Loga and I
were able to make 38 bags full of
items with gloves, peanut butter,
water and much more. We handed
out a few of these bags to people
on street cones and the rest went to
St. Paul’s. I can tell we made a
difference and helped out many
people. Thank you for all the help
Sincerely, Sara Hermiller,
Teresa Loga
To My Memorial Family,
For all your prayers, cards, visits and
expressions o concern re: my recent
mishap on the ice “without skate,” my
heartfelt thanks. To be sure, you’re
the best Just thank you so very, very
much.
God Bless,
Gail Spencer

LISTED BELOW ARE THE PEOPLE ON
OUR PRAYER CHAIN
NAME

HOME#

Call the Church office
OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 10:00AM
USHERS
Bill McCall, Ron Roush, Joey Calmes,
Jacob Twietmeyer

Cindy Cabanski
Evie Schaefer
Donna Haack
Brenda Facey
Teresa Loga
Ginny Corsini

WORK#
419-472-2161

419-843-9327
419-206-5898
419-385-8154
419-351-0235
567-395-4478
734-856-1112

ALTAR GUILD
Carol Topolski, Teresa Loga, Alice Crandell
ACOLYTES
March 3 Sara Hermiller
March 6 Sara Hermiller Ash Wednesday, 7:00pm
March 10 Melainia Barboza
March 17 Luke Hermiller
March 24 Eliot Morrison
March 31 Wade Morrison

General Fund Update
Balance 12/31/18
$16,752.24
January Receipts
$19,461.20
January Expenses
$16,191.20
Payroll Withholding
$84.14
Balance 1/31/19
$20,106.38

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
March 3 Teresa Loga, Ron & Char Roush
Ash Wednesday, 7:00pm
March 6 Amy Hoffman, Shawn Wilt,
Lavisa Gehring
March 10 Joyce Starr, Tom & Cindy Cabanski
March 17 Sandy Hill, Scott & Jay Wenland
March 24 Cindy Bunch, Emily & Eliot Morrison
March 31Angie Carriker, Lavisa Gehring,
Cindy Bunch
LECTORS
March 3 Teresa Loga
March 6 Amy Hoffman Ash Wednesday, 7:00pm
March 10 Joyce Starr
March 17 Sandy Hill
March 24 Cindy Bunch
March 31 Angie Carriker
GREETERS
March 3 Scott & Jay Wenland
March 10 Dave & Tricia Smith
March 17 Evie Schaefer, Sally Paquette
March 24 Mark & Debbie Pym
March 31 Dave & Diana Newton

Daylight savings time begins on March 10.
Remember to set your clocks ahead 1 hour before
going to bed on Saturday, March 9.

First Communion Class
Pastor Lohrmann and Brenda Facey will hold a
class for all children and adults interested in
preparing for the sacrament of Holy Communion or
for those who would like to review the sacrament of
The Lord’s Supper. This class will take place on
Saturday, April 6 from 9:30-11:30am in the
Lounge. If you would like to participate in the class,
please call the church office by Wednesday, April 3.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Office Hours:

1

2

Monday-Friday
9:00am-2:00pm
Phone419-472-2161
Bookkeeper 12:30pm-2:30pm

7:00 VBS Movie
Night

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study

8

9

3

4

9:00 Sunday School

5

Fellowship Time Following Worship

11

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion

17

18

12

10:00 Worship – Holy Communion
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
31
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion
Spiritual Book Club following
Worship

7:00 Ash
Wednesday
Worship
9:30 Sewing Circle
8:00 Adult Choir
13
9:30 Sewing Circle
6:30 Chili Cook-Off
Soup Supper
7:15 Lent Worship
8:00 Adult Choir

19

20

Turn Your Clocks
Ahead 1 Hour
Tonight

14

15

16

7:00 High School
Bowling at Miracle
Lanes

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study

21

22

23

28

29

30

9:30 Sewing Circle
6:30 Soup Supper
7:15 Lent Worship
8:00 Adult Choir

10:00 Worship – Holy Communion &

9:00 Sunday School

8:30-1:30 Red Cross
Blood Drive

7:00 Church
Council

9:00 Sunday School

24

7

6:00 Girls Night
Out at Byblos

10:00 Worship – Holy Communion

10

6

25

26

27
9:30 Sewing Circle
6:30 Soup Supper
7:15 Lent Worship
8:00 Adult Choir

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study

