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December 2018
Dear Family of Christ at Memorial Lutheran Church,
Is there any month that brings with it more expectations than that of December? The pace of the
month and the varied emotions that accompany all the activity (or absence of it in some cases!)
can seem overwhelming at times.
Within the church, Advent comes as a gift that creates a perspective that can shape both the
activity and the emotions of the season. The Sundays before Christmas include Scripture lessons
that point to the coming of Christ. The Christ whose birthday we celebrate on Christmas is the
Christ who comes among us in the living Word that is proclaimed, in the baptism with which we
have been joined to his death and resurrection, in the Meal that is shared, and in the body of
Christ with whom we gather in worship and with whom we are connected throughout space and
time. The Christ who comes among us can be found "in the least of these" (Matthew 25) whom
we encounter on a daily basis.
The Christ who comes among us now is the Christ for whose coming we pray and await, a time
when evil, sin and death will be no more. On occasion, we confess in the communion liturgy,
"Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again." During Advent, we use the Nicene
Creed in which we confess, "He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end."
Mindfulness of Christ's coming among us now and his promise to "come again in glory", enables
us to cherish the stories of Jesus' birth. Within the tenderness of those stories, we see already the
marks of what it means for him to be "Christ, the Lord." The beloved hymn, "What Child Is
This," prepares us: "Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good
Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. Nails, spear shall pierce him
through, the cross be borne for me, for you; hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe the Son of
Mary."
In the midst of the activities and the varied emotions that mark this month, God wills for us that
these "comings" shape our December-and all the days of our lives. Our expectations then will
not be disappointed! May the Holy Spirit use the devotions and worship of Advent and
Christmas to open our lives to Christ's "comings" and mold us into those whose lives reflect such
faith.
A Word of Thanksgiving: On Sunday, December 2, we will observe Consecration Sunday
during which we will receive your pledges in support of the work of Christ through Memorial
Lutheran Church. As we anticipate this Sunday, I thank God for you and for your partnership in
the Gospel. Your giving is a reflection of your faith and makes possible the significant ministry
that happens in and through Memorial congregation. Such generous giving is not a surprise: "For

you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich" (II Corinthians 8:9). In Christ, we
are rich indeed!
Adult Bible Class in December: On Sunday mornings in December I will be leading a study of
the birth stories in the Gospels. Among the questions we will be considering will be, What are
the clues in the birth stories that indicate Jesus' identity and purpose? Please come-and add your
own questions and perspectives. The group will meet in the lounge, 9:00-9:45am.
Christmas Eve Worship: We hope you will choose to be with us and bring your family and
friends for Christmas Eve Worship at 5pm or 8pm. We will continue our celebration of the birth
of our Lord the following Sunday, December 30. The celebration of the birth of our Lord is too
good to be limited to one day. If you are in town, bring your family and friends to worship on
the First Sunday of Christmas.
Finally: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus."
Philippians 4:4-7
Together with you in Christ,
Pastor Marcus C. Lohrmann

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
Thank you to all who worked so hard to provide a wonderful Thanksgiving meal to people
in our community. It was a blessing to be able to serve these families.
Now it is time to do it again for Christmas!!!
We have a wonderful opportunity to serve those in need. We know that it is hard to
change our traditions especially at Christmas time, but we encourage you to seriously pray
about adding this wonderful opportunity of service to your Christmas tradition. We know
that you will find it a wonderful blessing!
We will need people to donate the following food and packaging items.
Turkeys (we will need 12 turkeys, 18-20lbs each)
We need the turkeys to be cooked in a bag and please do not slice. if you would
like to donate a turkey but are unable to cook it, great, just get it to us early and we
will have someone cook it up before Christmas.
Large boxes of instant potatoes
Large cans of gravy
Large boxes of instant stuffing
Large cans of green beans
Packages of dozen dinner rolls (pre-baked))
Fruit pies (pre-baked))
Bag of Apples and oranges
Covered pint size round containers (styra-foam)
Covered dessert size square styra-foam containers
Covered styra foam dinner plates
Cooked turkeys need to be at the church by 9:00am on Christmas morning. All nonperishable donations can be brought in beginning December 2nd and placed on the counter
in the kitchen marked for the Christmas Meal Project. All other items need to be at church
the week before Christmas. We also ask that all turkeys be cooked in a turkey bag and
brought to church on Christmas morning in the same bag. Please do not slice.
We need people to donate ther time on Christmas morning helping to prepare and
deliver these meals to our families. We will be meeting at the church;
9:00am to work in the kitchen cutting up turkeys and preparing other dinner items,
9:30am prep dinners assembly line style, 10:00am pack and delivering meals,
10:00am clean up in the kitchen

Everyone is invited to come and help decorate the church for Christmas on Saturday, December 1 at
10:00am. We will work until finished, but any amount of time you can give would be appreciated. For
questions, you can contact Felicia Page at 567-297-0592.

Ladies, get your friends together and join us at Mancy’s on Tuesday, December 4, 6:00pm for our
annual Christmas party. We will again have a $5 gift exchange for anyone who wants to participate.
Sign-up by Sunday, 2nd. For questions, you can contact Char Roush at 419-474-5993.

The adult and adult bell choirs will have their annual Christmas party on Saturday, December 8, 5:30pm
at the home of Jeanette Dotson. For questions, see or call Carol Topolski at 419-205-3975.

Adult Fellowship
Scott and Jay Wenland will host the annual adult fellowship Christmas party in their home on Friday,
December 14 at 6:30pm. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Beverages are provided, however
if you have a favorite drink you want to share you are welcome to bring it. Their address is 5938
Outpost Rd. in Sylvania.

“Christmas for Lunch”
This presentation will be put on by our youth at the 10:00am worship service on
Sunday, December 16. Mark your calendars now and be sure to invite all your friends,
relatives and neighbors.

DECEMBER 24 – 5:00PM
DECEMBER 24 – 8:00PM
Both worship services will include
the singing of Christmas carols,
holy communion and the
lighting of the candles.

All articles for the January newsletter are due in the office
by 10:00am on Monday, December 17.
All announcements for the December 23 and 30 bulletins
are due on Monday, December 17 by 10:00am.
All articles for the January annual report (from those who
submit a report) are due in the office by Monday,
December 31. Please email them to Cindy at
office@memorial-lutheran.org or please type it and put it
in Cindy’s mailbox in the church office.

News From Generosity

Have you moved? Changed your phone
number? Gone from landline to cell phone?
We have discovered that many of our church
members have moved or changed their phone
number. We would like to keep our church
records current and are asking you to please
email, call or send thru “the good old fashion
mail” your updated information that you have
made over the past year. We will print a current
church directory in early February and this
information is much appreciated to keep our
directory accurate. The office email is”
office@memorial-lutheran.org.

All offerings for 2018 must be in the office by December
31. Any offering received or postmarked after that date
(even if your check is dated for 2018) will be credited
toward your 2019 giving. All reimbursement receipts must
be in the bookkeeper’s mailbox by December 31 to be
Please keep the following families in your thoughts
charged to the 2018 budget.
and prayers following the recent death of a loved
one:
The 2019 offering envelopes are available to pick up on
Roger Hutchinson and family following the death
the table in the front of the church beginning Sunday,
December 2. Anyone using simply giving will also have a of his wife, Cindy Hutchinson on October 27
box of envelopes.
Kim, Jamie, Maddie and Macie Tracyk and family
following the death of Kim’s mom, Sharon
If you have not turned in your 2019 pledge card, you can
O’Brien on October 28.
mail it to the church office or bring it with you when you
come for worship. If you need a pledge card, we have
them available on the table in the front of the church.

Memorial Family,
Two of our Church Council members are leaving their
seats as their terms come to an end on December 31. WE
thank them for their years of faithful service to our church
and our Lord. They are: Gary Edwards Generosity Chair
Kim Traczyk Youth Chair

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and kindness
while hospice cared for my dad, Jim Buchholz
and following his death.
Love,
Kelly & Doug Haack
Doris Buchholz and Family

Christian Life News

Advent Fair – Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday, December 2 to enjoy this year’s Advent
Fair. There will be Craft stations, Advent materials and a luncheon for adults and youth. Join us in the
church basement as we begin the celebration of the Advent Season.

Jr & Sr High School Youth Activity – Our junior & senior high youth, their families and friends are
invited to an evening of the “Lights at the Toledo Zoo” on Sunday, December 9 with chaperones
Dave & Tricia Smith and Kathy & Eric Hermiller. Meet at church at 4:30 then head out for some
fellowship time together.

Children’s Christmas Program – “Christmas for Lunch“ – Christmas play practices are during the
Sunday school hour on December 2, 9 & 16. We will have a rehearsal on Saturday, December 15
from 10:00am – 12:30pm for the 1st – 6th grade only. A snack will be provided. (Our preschool youth
will practice in their classrooms during the Sunday school hour in December). Our Children’s
Christmas play will be presented to the congregation at the 10:00 worship service on Sunday,
December 16.
Adult Education – During the weeks of December 2, 9 & 16 Pastor Lohrmann will lead the adult
education class on the Christmas Story and Gospels. Classes will meet in the lounge from 9:00 –
9:45am. All adults are welcome.
Women’s Bible Study – All women are invited to participate in our small group Bible study
Saturday, December 1 & 15 from 10:00 – 11:00am led by Teresa Loga. We will continue our series
on Life Lessons with Max Lucado, book of Revelation.
High School Sunday school – Our classes led by Scott Calcamuggio will meet December 9 & 16 in
their basement classroom from 9:00 – 9:50am.
Sunday School News – A reminder there is no Sunday school on Sunday, December 23 & 30. All
classes will resume Sunday, January 6, 2019.

God’s Global Barnyard

We encourage you to show your love for your family, friends and Christ by helping to improve
the lives of others. Rather than worrying about what the perfect gift or the “right” amount of
money to give to someone to celebrate a special moment in their life, I hope you will consider
giving a gift through the ELCA Good Gifts program. Copies of the Good Gifts catalogue are
available in the entrance of the church or you can log on to www.elca.org/giving and look at all
the opportunities there are to serve the Gospel as you celebrate.
Our mission project for December is to fill the barnyard on the Missions bulletin board with all
of the animals you purchase. We are asking you to write down the animals and how many of
them you purchased and place it in the offering plate. (You do not need to include your name).
Every week we will display the animals purchased and you can watch our barnyard grow and see
the love you have shared with those who benefit from your gifts. Use the Good Gifts catalogue
or go to the above mentioned website to order the animals.

May God bless you with the beauty, hope, peace and love
of our Savior Jesus’ birth!
Merry Christmas!
Your Memorial Staff
Pastor Lohrmann, Cindy Cabanski,
Carol Topolski,

Steve Gulch,

Joey Calmes,

Kelly Zaborski,

Pam Schlegel,

Jeffery Calmes, Christi Brindley

1 Ryan Haack
2 Caleb Hays
2 Kelly Klawonn
3 Kim Traczyk
4 Malechy Hayden
4 Lindsay Traczyk
7 Kelsey Tomich
8 Austin Pasch
8 Joel Pym
8 Mia Schlegel
9 Annette Abbott
11 Jennifer Coy
13 Cindy Cabanski
13 Jake Morrison
13 Kirsten Pickle
13 Lynne Warnke
16 Teresa Loga
20 Sue Calmes
20 Eric Hermiller
21 Marcos Jaco
24 Gail Edwards
24 Pat Reiber
24 James Schlegel
25 Landyn Maly
27 Erik Maly
28 Aaron Wilson
30 David Smith
30 Joyce Starr
31 Andrew Finfrock

4 Anita LaLonde
4 Andrew Page
8 Graci O’neill
9 David Peters
11 Sydney Hoffman
12 Mason Newton
12 Mike Pasch
13 Griffin Sporleder
13 Kathy Troxel
14 Doug Hutton, Jr.
14 Amber Hutton
14 Mariah Hutton
14 Anna Liedel
18 Alexa Doran
19 Steven McCall
22 Elli Hays
22 Reagan Marcis
22 Craig Thomas
26 Richard Doran
26 Rob Suttle
29 Addison Ruddy

1 John & Sharon Ranchan
5 Jim & Lisa Connin
14 Jeff and Sue Calmes
20 Shawn & Amy Wilt

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 10:00AM
USHERS
John MacKay, Joyce Starr, Jeffery &
Jeremy Calmes
ALTAR GUILD
Jim & Lisa Connin
ACOLYTES
December 2 Nicholas Smith
December 9 Holden Sporleder
December 16 Macie Traczyk
December 23 Julia Vaillant
Christmas Eve
December 24 Katherine Wilt, 5:00pm
December 24 Kyle Smith, 8:00pm
December 30 Melainia Barboza
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
December 2 Teresa Loga, Ron & Char Roush
December 9 Cindy Bunch, Tom & Cindy Cabanski
Children’s Christmas Play
December 16 Milt & Julie Pommeranz,
Scott Calcamuggio, Rick & Kelly Zaborski
December 23 Sandy Hill, Kelly Heil, Kim Traczyk
Christmas Eve, 5:00pm
December 24 Angie Carriker, Ron & Char Roush,
Christmas Eve, 8:00pm
December 24 Amy Horst, Jeanette Dotson,
Sue Peters
December 30 Lavisa Gehring
LECTORS
December 2 Teresa Loga
December 9 Cindy Bunch
December 16 Pastor Lohrmann
December 23 Sandy Hill
December 30 - Lavisa Gehring
GREETERS
December 2 Don & Donna Haack
December 9 Frank & Kathy Powalowski
December 16 Arnie & Felicia Page
December 23 Dave & Diana Newton
December 30 Dennis & Annette Abbott

LISTED BELOW ARE THE PEOPLE ON
OUR PRAYER CHAIN
NAME

HOME#

Call the Church office
Cindy Cabanski
Evie Schaefer
Donna Haack
Brenda Facey
Teresa Loga
Ginny Corsini

WORK#

419-472-2161
419-843-9327
419-206-5898
419-385-8154
419-351-0235
567-395-4478
734-856-1112

General Fund Update
Balance 9/30/18
$20,649.21
October Receipts
$21,245.97
October Expense
$23,010.41
Payroll Withholding
$149.88
Balance 10/31/18
$19,034.65

please welcome Christi Brindley to our Memorial
staff as our new nursery attendant. She started her
position on Sunday, November 11 and will be
working with Joey and Jeffery Calmes. Stop by the
nursey and say hello to Christi!

2019 – The Year of Scripture
The year 2019 will be the year of scripture and the
NW Ohio synod will have a special focus on
reading the Bible. (Look for the daily reading
schedule in the January newsletter.)
The memory verse that Bishop Beaudoin has
chosen for 2019 is:
“Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.”
Psalm 119:105

December 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Office Hours:

1

Monday-Friday
9:00am-2:00pm
Phone419-472-2161
Bookkeeper 12:30pm-2:30pm

10:00 Decorate the
Church for Christmas

2

3

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion
11:00 Advent Fair in Basement

9

10

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion
4:30 Jr./Sr. High Lights Before
Christmas at the Zoo.

16

17

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion &
Children’s Christmas Program

January Newsletter
Deadline

23

Deadline for
December 23 & 30
Bulletins
All – by 10:00am
24

No Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
30
No Sunday School
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion

4

5

6:00 Girls Night
Out Christmas
Party at Mancy’s
Steakhouse

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

11

12

7:00 Church
Council

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

18

7

5:30 Christmas Choir
Party at Jeanette
Dotson’s House
13

14

15

6:30 Adult
Fellowship
Christmas Party at
the home of Scott
& Jay Wenland

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study

20

21

22

27

28

29

10:00-12:30 Sunday
School Play Rehearsal

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

25

26

Christmas Meal
Project

Office Closed

Office Closed

5:00pm & 8:00pm
++++++++++++++
31

19

6

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study
8

