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Dear People of God at Memorial,
Pastoral transitions are not easy. Some congregations that are accustomed to strong pastoral
leadership find themselves adrift, with leadership not sure about what to do next. In the absence
of pastoral and lay leadership the congregation's ministry begins to diminish. Other
congregations go into a holding operation. In this model people will tend to say, "Let's just keep
doing what we have been doing and save any major decisions until the next pastor comes." In
that model, congregational ministry goes into a holding pattern with few expectations about what
the congregation and its leadership can do while it waits for a new pastor.
A third model is that congregation which is determined to move ahead with ministry in a manner
that is both prayerful and deliberate. In the absence of a called pastor, lay leadership begins to
blossom as people offer their gifts and talents. Plans continue to be made for the future and
congregational ministry continues to be both vital and welcoming.
As I enter my third month as your Interim Pastor, it is clear to me that Memorial congregation is
operating with the third model. The Congregational Council has a full agenda as it reviews
building needs, shapes a plan for funding the mission for the next year, and exercises engaged
and faithful oversight of the congregation's many ministries. The educational program for
children and youth is moving forward with strength. On Rally Day, we welcomed the start of the
educational year with so many excited children, that we soon needed to search for a new teacher.
The Catechism Program, under the leadership of Brenda Facey, took off with a wonderful retreat
at Widewater Retreat Center. It was a joy for me to participate in some of that! On September
12, the Music Ministry under the leadership of Carol Topolski got off the ground with a dessert
buffet and a precious time of fellowship before moving to choir practice. Over the next months
the Adult education program, guided by Kelly Zaborski, will provide some rich offerings for
learning about the intersections of faith and life.
All of the above indicates that this is not a congregation content with either diminishment or a
holding pattern. Rather Memorial is a congregation marked by people and leadership that seek
to expand this ministry in a manner that is both faithful, creative and open to the direction of the
Holy Spirit even as it simultaneously engages in the search for its next called pastor.
All of the above makes it a joy to be able to serve as your Interim Pastor. My goal is to learn
from you, to experience doing ministry with you, to offer suggestions and observations, and,
most of all, to keep us focused together upon God's promises in Christ as we worship and work
together. I continue to thank God for the staff and congregational leadership with whom I get to
work. I invite your prayers and participation as together we seek to move forward in the ministry
of Christ to one another, to this community and to our world.

For Your Prayers:
God-willing, from October 20-28, Shawn Wilt, Amy Hoffman, KJ Hermiller, Gary Edwards, and
Maria McCall will be traveling to Tecpan, Guatemala to participate in a Habitat Thrivent Build
together with about 25 other volunteers from around the country. Their projects may include a
home build, building latrines and/or smokeless stoves. Please keep this group in your prayers as
they prepare for and participate in this trip.
Pray for those suffering from Disasters, including victims of Hurricane Florence. As Interim
Bishop for the Florida-Bahamas Synod I learned first-hand about the importance and
effectiveness of the ELCA Disaster Program as Lutheran resources partnered with others in
bringing relief in the most effective manner. I invite you to consider making a special gift to the
ELCA Disaster Fund to support this critical and timely work.
An Opportunity to Learn About the Work of the Synod and to Meet with Bishop Beaudoin
and Synod Staff:
Bishop Beaudoin's Fall Conference Meeting and Bake-Off (the flavor is Lemon!) will take place
at Glenwood Lutheran Church (next to the Art Museum), at 6:30pm, on October 11. Bishop
Beaudoin will open the evening with the introduction to the Year of Scripture, after which
participants will be able to participate in workshops presented by Assistants to the Bishop,
Deacon Sherry Krieger or Pastor Kent Wilson. For more details please check out nwoselca.church/events or call 419-423-3664 to RSVP.
As a bishop, I was grateful for those congregations and leaders who valued our life together by
participating in this conference. Now, as your Interim Pastor, I hope that Memorial will be wellrepresented at this Fall Conference Meeting.
Several Adult Educational Opportunities:
In addition to the excellent 9:00am Sunday Morning Educational Opportunities, I invite you to
several other offerings:
On Thursday evenings, October 2-November 5, I will be teaching a course called, "Centered in
Christ" in the lounge, from 7pm-8pm. We will look at the importance of keeping our lives
"Centered in Christ" as we look at Scriptures, the Lutheran Confessions, hymns, and the patterns
of daily life. I look forward to the study and for the opportunity to come to know participants a
bit better. I hope you will come-and bring a friend.
On November 3, a dear friend, Dr. Anna Madsen, will lead a conversation which seeks to engage
your questions about God, faith, religion, and theology, and why, how, and even whether they
matter. Submit your questions to: pastor.pete@stpaulstoledo.org no later than September 30.
The workshop will be Nov. 3, 9am-3pm, St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 428 North Erie Street,
Toledo. Cost is $15 which includes lunch and refreshments. RSVP for the event no later than
October 22 to the email address indicated above.
Heidi and I are hosting Dr. Madsen and are planning on attending this event. We hope you will
join us. Feel free to ask me a bit more about Dr. Madsen and I'll share a bit more of her story
with you.
Finally...
Life at Memorial Lutheran Church is rich! I'm grateful to be able to participate in this
community of faith with you.
Together with you in Christ,
Pastor Marcus C. Lohrmann

Come have a Good Time!!
For:

All Children

When: Sunday, October 28
Following 10:00am Worship
Meet in the basement for snacks and a
couple fun games, then we will go trunk
or treating in the church parking lot!
Dress in costume for church
come enjoy the fun!!
Side Note: We are in need of candy donations and for people to volunteer to hand
out candy from your decorated trunk or SUV. (We will supply you with the
candy). Dressing in costume is optional for this. There is a sign-up sheet to
volunteer and a box to donate candy at the display in the lobby. For questions
call Felicia Page at 419-843-6435.

Bring your knick-knacks, Tchotchkes
and Trinkets
Our dear sister in Christ, Charlotte Marsh died on
September 7. Please keep Melissa Hays and all her family
in your thoughts and prayers.
Our dear brother in Christ, Jim Buchholz died on
September 14. Please keep his wife, Doris Buchholz,
Doug and Kelly Haack and all their family in your
thoughts and prayers.

Dear Memorial Family,
Thank you for all for the cards, calls, kind words prayers
following the passing of my father, Jack Lietzke on
August 13. We would also like to thank everyone for all
the prayers for Ryleigh Wood and family this past year
and after Ryleigh’s passing on August 10.
God’s Peace,
Mike, Pam, James and Mia Schlegel

Quilt Sunday, October 7
Thank you to the many women who faithfully take part
in our quilt ministry all year. Through their many hours
of dedicated service they help many people in need with
a warm blanket. The quilts benefit Lutheran World
Relief and local charities. If you would like to purchase
a quilt the cost is only $40.

The Memorial Rummage Sale is Back!!
Friday November 9, 9:00am - 3:00pm
Saturday, November 10, 9:00am – Noon
Co-Chaired by Brenda Facey and Linda McCall
Please bring your donated items to church Sundays
beginning October 7. You can also bring your
items to church during the week from 9:00am1:30pm. Follow the signs in the basement to the
“Rummage Sale” storage rooms. All proceeds
from the sale will benefit adult and youth mission
trips.
A sign-up sheet is posted in the front of
the church for volunteers to help with
set-up and the days of the sale.
Please note that we are not accepting large
furniture such as beds, dresses, couches, large
dining room hutches, large desks, etc. We will
accept kitchen type tables and chairs, end tables
and anything that can be easily carried
up the stairs

Ladies, get your friends together and join us at the
Beirut Restaurant on Tuesday, October 2, 6:00pm
for dinner and great conversation! Please sign-up
by Sunday, September 30. For questions, you can
call Char Roush at 419-474-5993.

On Sunday, October 7 our second-year catechism students and their mentors will serve
lunch at St Paul’s Community Center. Please keep them in your prayers.
Student
Aydian Ahrens
Melainia Barboza
Sara Hermiller
Mariah Hutton
Mia Schlegel
Henry Sheets
Katherine Wilt

Mentor
Gary Edwards
Kelly Heil
Teresa Loga
Marjorie Erichson
Angie Carriker
Scott Wenland
Gail Spencer

Guatemala 2018
Please keep Gary Edwards, KJ Hermiller, Amy Hoffman, Maria McCall and Shawn Wilt in your
thoughts and prayers while they are on a mission trip in Tecpan Guatemala, October 20-28.
This is a Habitat Thrivent Build and Thrivent contributes money toward the build and to those
members of Thrivent. We will be meeting with approximately 25 other volunteers from across
the country and we believe there will be 3 groups. We will either help with a home build, build
latrines or smokeless stoves.
TPS PARTNER SCHOOL LEVERETTE ELEMENTARY
At the end of August, the mission committee delivered 24 brand new pull overs for boys and 36
cardigans for girls today to Leverette Elementary. These were all purchased with our mission
funds that are designated for this mission partner that come from your weekly tithes. These
uniforms will be used similar to the library and they will be checked out to students by the
teachers and returned at the end of each day. The teachers or Cindy Riley, the nurse, will then
wash them at least once a week. This ensures the kids stay warm when it gets cold so they can
continue focus on learning. Unfortunately, most kids in the neighborhood can’t afford these
items so they are essential and the school was very excited! We also delivered two bags of used
uniforms. Our collection continues and we encourage you to bring in items to help our TPS
partner school. Uniforms, socks, underwear or toiletries are always in need.

Attention Thrivent Clients
A reminder if you have not designated your Thrivent Choice funds in a while to go online or call
your agent to see if you have any funds that you wish to designate to Memorial. To date the
program has brought in over $13,000 to different ministries for our church. Currently, funds
coming in are going to the benefit of the youth and missions ministries. If you are a Thrivent
client and have not signed up yet for the Thrivent Choice program, please contact your
representative. The ministries of Memorial are extremely thankful for your willingness to
participate in this program!

Christian Life News
Adult Education – Our adult education class meets Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 9:45 in the
lounge. The following are speakers for the month of October:
October 7 – Kelly Garza – Opioid discussion
October 14 – Deidra Lashley – Bethany House presentation
October 21 – Open Discussion
October 28 – Rebecca Facey – Domestic Violence discussion
All adults are invited and welcome to join us as we learn and discuss information focusing on
these relevant and important topics.
Memorial Book Fair – Plan to stop by our Christian Book Fair by the courtyard Sunday
mornings to take a look at children and adult books on display from Sparkhouse Publishing.
Books can be purchased from a list of available titles on youth or adult order forms along with
cash or checks payable to Memorial Lutheran Church. Orders will be taken through Sunday,
October 28, then placed with books arriving in early November. Books make the perfect gift!
Fundraising Chair – We are looking for someone eager to plan fundraising activities to raise
funds for a Summer Youth Mission Trip and future National Youth Gathering for our High
School Youth. Contact Kelly Zaborski at 419-475-6232 if you are interested or need more
information. These are amazing opportunities for our youth to make lifetime connections and
strengthen their faith.
Bring a Friend (or 2) to Sunday School – All youth in Pre – 6th grade Sunday school are
encouraged to bring a friend or 2 to Sunday school on Sunday, October 7. This special day will
run from 9:00am – 11:00am (Sunday school thru Worship) in the church basement. We will
begin with breakfast, spending time with Pastor Lohrmann, then move into games, Bible story
and crafts. Have your kids bring their friends and join us as we focus on the Bible verse, Mark
10:13-16, Let the children come to Me.
High School Sunday School - Our high school Sunday school will meet on October 7, 14, & 21
with teacher Scott Calcamuggio and October 28 with Pastor Lohrmann. All will meet in their
basement classroom from 9:00 – 9:50am.
Sunday school offerings – WOW!!! – to date we have raised just over $480 in weekly offerings
to purchase a cow costing $500 for a family from the ELCA Good Gifts. We are almost there
and ready to purchase a cow – continue to bring in your Sunday school offerings.
High School Activity – Our high school youth will be joining Grace for a trip to Gust Farms on
Sunday, October 7 with chaperones Dave & Tricia Smith. Meet at Grace at 12:30pm and bring
$10 to enjoy a hayride, donuts, cider and the pumpkins.
Women’s Bible Study – All women are invited to participate on our small group Bible Study
Saturday, October 6 & 20 from 10:00 – 11:00am led by Teresa Loga. We will continue our series
on Life Lessons with Max Lucado, book of Revelation.

LISTED BELOW ARE THE PEOPLE ON
OUR PRAYER CHAIN
NAME

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 10:00AM
USHERS
Bill Ballert, Jim Heil, Bryan Heil, Ron Klawonn
ALTAR GUILD
Evie Schaefer, Anita LaLonde

HOME#

Call the Church office
Cindy Cabanski
Evie Schaefer
Donna Haack
Shirley Crawford
Brenda Facey
Teresa Loga
Ginny Corsini

WORK#

419-472-2161
419-843-9327
419-206-5898
419-385-8154
419-764-9070
419-351-0235
567-395-4478
734-856-1112

ACOLYTES
October 7 Katherine Wilt
October 14 Sara Hermiller
October 21 Will Morrison
October 28 Eliot Morrison
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
October 7 Teresa Loga, Ron & Char Roush
October 14 Bill McCall, Lou Meyer, Kim Traczyk
October 21 Lavisa Gehring, Larry & Diane
Calcamuggio
October 28 Leslie Rhegness, Cindy Bunch,
Char Roush
LECTORS
October 7 Teresa Loga
October 14 Bill McCall
October 21 Lavisa Gehring
October 28 Leslie Rhegness
GREETERS
October 7 Tom & Cindy Cabanski
October 14 Dave & Sue Peters
October 21 Jim & Kathy Heil
October 28 Denny & Gail Edwards

General Fund Update
Balance 7/31/18
$18,904.26
August Receipts
$19,898.74
August Expenses
$20,835.63
Payroll Withholding
$148.56
Balance 8/31/18
$18,115.93

Church Council Minutes
Minutes from our church council meetings are now
available to pick up on the table in the front of the
church. If you have questions about anything you
read in the minutes, please direct them to our
President, Milt Pommeranz or Vice President, Amy
Hoffman.

Bread For The World Sunday
We will have special emphasis and collection
focusing on “Bread For The World” on Sunday,
October 21. Bread for the World involves our faith
community in our shared mission of ending hunger
in God’s world.

1 McKenna Marcis
1 Melody Pym
1 Dennis Underwood
2 Crystal Hart
3 Barbara Haack
5 Mark Pym
6 Sharon Thomas
7 Eric Marcis
7 Lily Mae Morrison
9 Dave Gilbert
10 Lynne Mathias
11 Jennifer Ruddy
11 Alexa Doran
11 Evie Schaefer
13 Melissa Hays
13 Sara Hermiller
14 Adam Wilson
15 Georgiana Doran
15 John Vaillant
16 Mariah Hutton
17 Sydney Hoffman
17 Keagan Millsaps
17 Andrew Page
17 Penelope Tucholski
18 Ellie Hays
19 James Connin
22 Bill Claucherty
22 Griffin Sporleder
25 Cheronce’ Lawler
25 Lou Meyer
26 Sheri Brindley
27 Bob Zylka
29 Mike Coy
30 Nathan Wilt

5 Jay Golliher
5 Mackenzie Hayes
7 Emma Malcolm
9 Ginnie Gulch
10 Abigail Calmes
11 Michael Hill
11 Keith Malcolm
12 Christopher Edwards
13 Clay Bacon
13 Luke Ruddy
17 Sheri Pool
18 Bill McCall
19 Leslie Rhegness
22 Donald Haack
23 Milton Pommeranz
24 Amanda Bacon
27 Barbara Haack
28 Shawn Wilt
31 Sally Pasch

5 Richard & Lavisa Gehring
7 Mike & Pam Schlegel
8 Mark & Debbie Pym
9 Mike & Jennifer Coy
14 Kristin & James Millsaps
17 Doug & Kelly Haack
18 Candice & Nick Lange
18 Dave & Tricia Smith
26 Joel & Nicole Pym
26 Scott & Jay Wenland

God’s Kids Say the
Funniest Things
A little girl was sitting on her
grandfather's lap as he read her a
bedtime story. From time to time,
she would take her eyes off the
book and reach up to touch his
wrinkled cheek. She was
alternately stroking her own cheek,
then his again. Finally, she spoke
up: "Grandpa, did God make
you?" "Yes, sweetheart," he
answered, "God made me a long
time ago." "Oh," she paused.
"Grandpa, did God make me too?"
"Yes indeed, honey," he said. "God
made you just a little while ago."
Feeling their respective faces again,
she observed, "God's getting better
at it, isn't He?"
‒ Columnist Smiley Anders
Baton Rouge (LA) Advocate
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MONDAY
1

Monday-Friday 9:00am-2:00pm
Phone419-472-2161
Bookkeeper 12:30pm-2:30pm

7

Quilt Sunday

8

9:00 Sunday School - Bring a
Friend Day
10:00 Worship

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

2

3

4

6:00 Girl’s Night
Out at the Beirut
Restaurant

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

7:00 Bible Study

9

10

11

7:00 Church
Council

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

7:00 Bible Study

16

17

18

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

7:00 Bible Study

FRIDAY
5

SATURDAY
6
10:00 Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 Acolyte
Training

12

13

19

20

2nd year Catechism Youth Serve a
Meal at St. Paul’s Community Center
High School Outing to Gust Farms
14

15

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

21

22

23

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

28

Reformation Sunday

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
11:00 Trunk or Treat Halloween
Party Following Worship
Return from Guatemala Trip

29

30

24

25

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

7:00 Bible Study

31
9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult Choir

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study

26

Group Leaves for
Mission Trip to
Guatemala
27

