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June 2018
Dear Sisters & Brothers in Jesus:
This is the last newsletter article that I will write as the pastor of Memorial Lutheran Church. It
seems strange to write this, but it is the reality. As Peggy and I reflect on 23 years of ministry
with you our hearts are filled with joy at all we have been able to experience and accomplish
with our Memorial family. You truly have been our family and our partners in the work of Jesus
and His gospel! We have shared in so many special moments with you on a personal level:
baptisms, confirmations, first communions, weddings, funerals, walked with you in times of
tragedy and pain, and in times of celebration and joy! And we have shared many special
moments with you as a church family: worship, teaching, meetings, serving, singing, praying,
mission trips, and so much more! Memorial has certainly evolved to a different place than it was
23 years ago, and we thank God for guiding us through all the various changes and transitions
that have taken place. We never dreamed when we took the call to Memorial in the fall of 1994
that we would have been here this long; but in life and in ministry we have discovered that we
never know what the Holy Spirit has planned for us! Over the past 2+ decades together I believe
we have grown in our faith and in our ability to love and serve for the sake of Jesus, as
individuals and as a congregation.
Now it is time to officially say goodbye and God bless you to all of you. As I noted in my
retirement letter in February and my boundaries letter in April, we will still be in the area, but
our pastor-parishioner relationship comes to a close on Sunday, June 17th. I want to thank you
for sharing your lives, your concerns, your greatest burdens, your greatest blessings and your
passion for the gospel of Jesus with me and Peggy. We feel so blessed to have been a part of the
Memorial story and ministry. I want to thank the church staff, the church council, all the
volunteers through the years that have given of their time to serve and to all of you for the
privilege and blessing of being your pastor, partner and friend in our mutual journey with Jesus.
We will continue to keep you in our prayers and we are confident that the Lord will lead you into
a new and brighter day of ministry for Jesus’ sake. You are in wonderful hands with the current
church council, the call committee and the church staff as you move through this time of
transition. But best of all, you are in the hands of our God who made you, redeemed you in
Jesus and continues his presence with you in the Holy Spirit! Carol Topolski shared a quote with
me (I can’t remember who it is from) and it goes like this: “There is a reason the windshield is
bigger than the rearview mirror. Your future matters more than your past.” Our prayer for you is
that you continue to look to the future of Memorial and your ministry together. And when the
Lord sends you a new pastor, be sure to accept them, love them, encourage them, pray for them
and listen to their insights and guidance as Jesus blesses them.
As we leave we want to share some other selected thoughts with you.

First, please read and study the book, “Prayer: Finding The Heart’s True Home” by Richard J.
Foster. This book has taught me much about prayer and it is one that our Bishop, Daniel
Beaudoin recommends to you also. If I had more time to be with you, this would have been the
topic and book I would have selected to share with you in the next study I offered.
Second, stay focused on the Bible. Never stop reading and studying it; as you do, you will
discover the heart and guidance of God in a much deeper and mature way in your lives. As you
do this you will be amazed at how powerful and alive God’s word truly is!
Third, strive every day to love everyone as Jesus loves you, without any exceptions! The world
has plenty of people that want to judge others, but what God needs in the world are more people
willing to authentically love people for the sake of Jesus!
Fourth, hang on to these words of Jesus which John writes in Revelation 2:10. “Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown of life.” These have been my favorite words in Scripture for
as long as I can remember, and they have blessed my life.
Fifth, remember the words of Jesus in the Gospel of John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal
life.” These words have always been very special to Peggy throughout her life and they have
been a great blessing for her.
Sixth, as the Memorial family moves forward, remember that Jesus himself is with you and is
listening to your hearts concerns! Stay focused on Bishop Daniel’s memory verse for us this
year and trust in these words of St. Paul in Philippians 4:6, “Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God.” Always know and remember that you can trust God to listen to your prayers!
Seventh, and above all else, have a heart and passion for Jesus in your lives personally and as a
congregation. You cannot possibly go wrong in anything when you do this!
In closing I want to share several of my favorite short stories and thoughts with you. As always, I
hope they will make you think and make you laugh!
R. Ken Hughes in his book “The Sermon on the Mount” tells a story about a
woman, a friend of his wife, who committed herself to that kind of love. This
woman’s family had come home from the mission field “…and had rented a
rather nice townhouse—at least it was very nice compared to what they’d had
on the mission field.” His wife’s friend is a very creative person, Hughes says
and did a wonderful job of decorating the place, and they settled in. “Only
one thing was wrong,” says Hughes, “the family who moved in next door. They
turned the front yard into a desert, broke the windows out of their house,
were always using foul language, urinated in the front yard, and generally
caused havoc in the neighborhood. The final straw was when one of the boys
climbed into our friends’ yard and threw a whole can of orange paint over the
patio walls. “My wife’s friend was really angry,” says Hughes, “She did not like
her neighbors. She was not happy with the Lord for putting her where He had put
her.” However, realizing that her heart was not right, she got down on her knees
and said, ‘Lord, you know that I do not like these people at all. God, help me to
love them.’ “She did not feel any different, but she resolved to exercise love. She

baked her neighbors a pie and took it to them, thus beginning a caring
relationship.” Here’s what was interesting according to Hughes. “Those
neighbors did not change, but she did. She had begun to love them. When those
neighbors moved away, she wept.” Kent Hughes concludes this remarkable story
with these words, “What an example of intelligent, volitional love that says, I will
love by the grace of Christ within me.”
From the Internet

To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you.
Lewis B. Smedes

Laughter is the closest thing to the grace of God.
Karl Barth

A lady was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the
country and when she took it to the post office they asked, “Is there anything
in here that is breakable?” She replied, “Only the commandments.”
From the Internet

The story is told of a man who went to his doctor for a complete checkup. He
hadn’t been feeling well, so he wanted to find out what the problem was. After
the checkup the doctor came in with the results of the examination. “I’m afraid
I have some bad news,” the doctor told him. You’re dying and you don’t have
much time.” “That’s quite a shock, Doc,” the man replied, “but I appreciate
your honesty. How much time do I have?” “10,” the doctor answered. “10 what?”
the man demanded in a desperate voice. “Year’s months, weeks?” The doctor
answered, “10, 9, 8, 7…”
From the Internet

I believe it is appropriate to share our final farewell with you using the words of St. Paul in
Ephesians 6:23-24.
“Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Pastor Craig and Peggy

Special Offer from Pastor Craig
One of the necessities of my retirement is to downsize.
Because of this I am offering my Memorial family the
opportunity to browse through my library and take any of
my books which I have decided I am not taking into
retirement. All the books and ministry resources on the
four (4) tall bookcases in my office are available to
anyone who would like them. The books on the short
bookcases are the ones I am going to take with me. Please
feel free to look through my library any time you are at
church (unless my door is closed) and take all the books
you would like to read. I have enjoyed building my library
over many years and now it is my joy to share it with you.
God bless you!

Congratulations to Jeffrey Webber and Megan Lobdell
upon their marriage on April 28. Best wishes as you begin
your married life together.

Girls Night Out
All women and your friends are invited to dinner out on
Tuesday, June 5, 6:00pm at Eddie Lee’s. They are located
on Nantucket across from the Hobby Lobby Plaza. Please
sign up by Sunday, June 3. For questions, you can call
Char Roush at 419-474-5993.

Brad Rhegness graduated from Penta Career
Center from the culinary program. He will be
traveling to Park City, Utah this summer for a
culinary internship and upon his return he will
attend Terra State Community College in Fremont,
majoring in Hospitality Management.
Jacob Twietmeyer graduated from Start High
School. He will be attending the University of
Toledo and majoring in Sports Management.
Julia Sheets graduated in December of 2017 from
Owens College School of Nursing.

Maumee Valley Habitat For Humanity
Home Repair Ministry
Volunteers Needed! Memorial will be working
with Maumee Valley Habitat to restore and paint
the outside of a home at 2417 Charlestown, Toledo
43613. The dates are June 11 through June 15
starting at 9:00am. The day may conclude as early
at 3:00pm with a break for lunch. You do not need
to be skilled laborer, if you can paint we can use
your help. This is a great opportunity to help in
your community. Sign-up at the Mission’s bulletin
board display or for more information, call Bill
McCall at 419-343-2633 or a member of the
Mission committee.

Rummage Sale 2018!
We need 1 or 2 people to chair our rummage sale
scheduled for November 2nd and 3rd. If you would
like to volunteer please call the church office at
419-472-2161 or Amy Hoffman at 419-367-3033.

Christian Life News
Vacation Bible School – We are making final plans for an exciting week of our “Shipwrecked”
Vacation Bible School June 25 – 29. Our program runs from 6:00 – 8:00pm with Bible Stories, Dinner,
Crafts and fun Games. Please check the sign-up board to see if there are still volunteer opportunities or
food donations needed. We would also like to encourage you to turn in registration forms for your
children and their friends and for our junior high youth to sign-up to help in any areas they would enjoy.
Our 3rd – 6th graders will be busy building another awesome project again this year. Remember to signin/out when you drop off and pick up your child in the front of the church. Friday, we will end the week
with a family potluck picnic – hot dogs and drinks will be included.
Sunday School Offerings – Our Sunday school class has made a commitment to purchase a cow for
$500 for a family from the ELCA Good Gifts with their Sunday school offerings. The congregation can
help this summer by placing money in a pew envelope on Sunday’s and mark ‘Sunday School offering’
on the envelope. We hope you take advantage of this opportunity to help our youth purchase this special
gift that will have such an impact on a family in this world.
National Youth Gathering – Just a reminder there will be a final meeting for youth and parents at
Grace on Sunday, June 3 at 2:00pm to go over final details for the Houston trip. Please let Kelly
Zaborski know at 419-475-6232 if you are unable to attend.
Women’s Bible Study – All women are invited to participate in our small group Bible study June 2, 16
& 30 from 10:00 – 11:00. Teresa Loga will continue to lead the series, ‘The Story’.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mission Ministry News
YWCA Women's Shelter and Transitional House.
The YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter is a 17 room, 28 bed facility providing services for survivors of
domestic violence. This is open to all people.
The transitional home (something new to the YWCA) is a place that will provide single women a place
to go until housing assistance becomes available. Without stable housing, victims often return to their
abuser.
Memorial is aiding the YWCA with donations during the months of June and July. Please bring your
donations to church and put in the containers under the Missions board. Both places need the following
items:
Non-perishable foods
Cleaning products
Laundry products
Paper products/food storage (paper towels, toilet paper, aluminum foil, baggies, etc.)
Diapers and Wipes
Hygiene products

LISTED BELOW ARE THE PEOPLE ON
OUR PRAYER CHAIN
NAME

OUR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 10:00AM
USHERS
John MacKay, Joyce Starr, Jeffery Calmes,
Jeremy Calmes
ALTAR GUILD
Evie Schaefer, Anita LaLonde

HOME#

Call the Church office
Cindy Cabanski
Evie Schaefer
Donna Haack
Shirley Crawford
Brenda Facey
Teresa Loga
Ginny Corsini

WORK#

419-472-2161
419-843-9327
419-206-5898
419-385-8154
419-764-9070
419-351-0235
567-395-4478
734-856-1112

General Fund Update
Balance 3/31/18
$15,095.47
April Receipts
$30,841.25
April Expenses
$24,950.70
Payroll Withholding
$67.64
Balance 4/30/18
$21,053.66

ACOLYTES
June 3 Lauren Wilt
June 10 Melainia Barboza
June 17 Sara Hermiller
June 24 Christianna Brindley
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
June 3 Teresa Loga, Kathy Amon, Sandy Hill
June 17 Shawn Wilt, Amy Hoffman,
Lavisa Gehring, Milt Pommeranz
LECTORS
June 3 Teresa Loga
June 10 Gary Edwards
June 17 Shawn Wilt
June 24 Lavisa Gehring
GREETERS
June 3 MaryBeth Topolski, Lori Vaillant
June 10 Dennis & Chalise Underwood
June 17 Thomas & Anna Liedel
June 24 Bill & Brenda Facey

During the months of June, July and August we will
have an 8:30am informal worship in the courtyard
(in the sanctuary if it’s raining) and 10:00am
traditional worship in the sanctuary.

Snack Sign-Up
Volunteers needed to sign up to bring goodies or
snacks to share during social time after the Sunday
10:00 am worship service. Things like cookies,
2-bite brownies, fruit, veggie tray, pretzels, string
cheese snacks, or any combination of healthy,
sweet, savory or crunchy treats would be
wonderful! Just a little nosh of some kind while we
visit. They can be home-made or store-bought and
creativity is encouraged! Please sign up at the
snack table. Thank you!

2 Kathy Kozak
3 Rich Troxel
4 Dolly Crews
4 Jay Wenland
4 Mary Zylka
6 Monique Johnson
7 Tayler Staples
8 Evan Millsaps
8 Dave Newton
9 Emma Malcolm
9 Matt Pool
13 Megan Webber
14 Aaron Hilsenbeck
17 Harlie Roth
17 Reece Tucholski
18 Melanie Harmon
18 Bill McCall
22 Kevin Powalowski
22 Madisyn Traczyk
25 Elizabeth Cole
26 Amanda Bacon
26 Rob Suttle
27 Kim Bacon
28 Andy Wenland
30 Hannah Lawler

1 Bob Rank
1 Cindy Riley
2 Ed Wilson
3 Abigail Barshel
3 Doris Buchholz
3 Doug Haack
3 Carol Topolski
3 Phylis Klimas
4 Melainia Barboza
8 Colton Jacobs
8 Nicholas Smith
10 Peggy Scholl
11 Candice Miltz
12 Ryker Barnier
13 Jacob Twietmeyer
14 Elizabeth Cole
14 Amanda Hilsenbeck
15 Amy Horst
18 Cindy Cabanski
18 John Scholl
18 Violet Woods
20 Rebecca Facey
22 Karly Jacobs
22 Keagan Millsaps
23 Reed Calmes
23 Carly Miltz
23 Sara Pym
23 Daniel Williams
24 Melia Barboza
23 Bill Facey
24 Cole Lange
24 Wade Morrison
24 Amy Roth
27 Bill Ballert
27 Harrison Coleman
27 Sara Coy
27 Katlin Leslie

1 Don & Donna Haack
2 Aaron & Mindy Klawonn
3 Eddie & Kelsie Tomich
7 Bob & Mary Zylka
10 Nathan & Crystal Williams
12 Ron & Terry Klawonn
12 Dave & Sue Peters
16 John & Krista Hilsenbeck
19 Ian & Kim Malcolm
20 Aaron & Sara Byler
21 Clyde & Cathy Appleby
23 Rebecca & Angie Facey
24 Glenn & Anita LaLonde
25 Stan & Kelly Staples
26 Bill & Brenda Facey
27 Nick & Megan Tucholski
28 John & Melissa Scholl
30 Larry & Diane Calcamuggio
30 Eric & Kathy Hermilller
30 Kenny & Sheri Pool

June 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
2

1

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:30am-1:30pm
Phone419-472-2161
Bookkeeper 10:30pm-12:30pm
3

SATURDAY

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study
4

6

5

8:30 Worship – Holy Communion
10:00 Worship – Holy Communion

7

8

9

14

15

16

9:30 Sewing Circle
6:00 Girls Night
Out at Eddie Lee’s

Adult Choir’s Brunch following
Worship
2:00 National Youth Gathering Mtg
at Grace Lutheran
10
High School Graduation Sunday

11

12

13

7:00 Church
Council

10:00 Worship

9:00-3:00 Habitat
For Humanity
Home Repair thru
Friday the 15th

9:30 Sewing Circle
7:00 Adult and Bell
Choir Special
Practice

17

18

18

20

8:30 Worship

Happy Father’s Day
Pastor Craig and Peggy’s
Last Day with Us

Flag Day

21

9:30 Sewing Circle

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study

22

23

29

30

First Day of
Summer!

No 8:30 Worship
10:00 Worship - Holy Communion
24
8:30 Worship
10:00 Worship

25

26
Vacation Bible
School
6:00-8:00

Vacation Bible
School
6:00-8:00

27
9:30 Sewing Circle
Vacation Bible
School
6:00-8:00

28
Vacation Bible
School
6:00-8:00

Vacation Bible
School Picnic
6:00-8:00

